Edna Porn
e operson initia i R5poNS|
for He preseration
oF Mis historic  lbndmoark.



' y to stay with a sub;
mﬁimseomgleﬁm,%‘m%
;”She had a tremendous




fme  County

istarical j

the minister and

ts of the Baptistown

t Church, and interested

Tewns}up citizens are

;mm
aiéx&mechmh in Locktown.

Flemington Realtor Kenneth

Yeaton holds an option on the

proper!y, but says it is “not
on the market” at this point.
“There is a possibility that it
might be couvgrmi 10
residential use.’
. ““Perhaps through evmbody 8
good graces we can keep a
y there. I'm prepared to}!
see  what we can do,”
Rev

church,

a r«idcme. Historic, ¢hunfh ~and civ

ng in efforts to “‘save” the

Rxebard;
Bayt&s&mm‘

| B.A. Sorby of

Society; the Locktown,sociely said

in the past few that 4
Lockiown Church was ‘on the
market”’ and that an opticm had
been obtained.

“1 was absolutely appalied.
" ‘We had assurances two years
ago that it would be preserved .
thesaid

Mrs. Edna Horn, secre&ary of
gthe Delaware Township Plan-
ning Board and a prime mover
in the successful campaign to
save and restore the Green
Sergeant’s covered bridge, also
said she, too, had only laheiy
learned of a pt:ssible sale.

“Mrs. Brenda ‘&imqnéﬁ
secretary  of the
Grange, wrote to Sarby to
the historical society’s help. T
Grange bhas been faking
of the Locktown burial gro

urch! bux}émg preserved, she noted. -

Baptzswwn

imlx
3 *affthnied with the

‘Historic Landmark’
. Mrs. Horn called the church
“an msmm landmark  that
, as it was in«

ic groups are by

\since 1967 and wants to see the

LAWARE TQWN&HW*S 1819 Locktown s:m Cmm!s ma mm in a move to n s
m i r?z’ New Jersey &pﬁn comim. ‘

Mrs. Horn, Mr, Sume hxstorians ‘have said
Sorby hope that some similarivillage took ifs name from
arrangement may save the “nearby” Lockatong Creek. |
Locktown church. | Mrs. Horn, who knows her

“The exterior was beautifully Delaware creeks, said “they’re|
restored through the efforts of wrong. The church is
¢ Mr. and Mrs. Floyd Evans,’ Wickecheoke Creek,” as is the
Delaware Township reszdenta,*mered bridge 214 miles south
about two years aga, Mrs an of .
said. She knows her historic-mi

“The interior s just as afiamsls‘ wa She gave Miss|
classic, with beautiful pews.””  Richmond of sttaw: ites|

There is also a marble slab Division ﬁxrectmuc to

the communion table m&nﬁm Trenton
sc vibed to the memory of the w
Rev. David Bateman, the firati
mlm&&m who died in 1832. He

bumd. at; hm own pm:
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n everybodys good graces we
ministry ther

&
artginaﬂy was a missi
church of the Baptisi@wn

ion.

The Locktown cengm ation
eventually affiliated with the
Old School Baptists, and over

5 tx numbers dwin-

m@%&m&a abmxz

beautiful pews."
ma’i’ Xah
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memury of the
Bateman, the
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given Lecktown its name.
Horn and Sorby said.
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‘of controversy and public eomtm, ﬂn 1819

Church will not be converfed into a private
laware Township Board of Adjustment denied
variance by Fimtmw :m tor x&nmﬂs Yea.

effonts b;'

Kenneth Yeam to convert the
old Locktown Baptist Chusch
into a private residence.

The unanimous vote by the
board to deny a lot size
variance Thursday nignt

American Baptist Churches of
New Jersey and a vocal,
‘disapproving public.
Yeaton, who held an oplion
to buy the old church from the
American  Baptist Churches,
admitted he was unprepared for
the numbér of objections to his

m rmuéelmgoithemm

““When 1 stavled I didn't
an%mpaia such apposxm," he
said.

ieces of testimony against hzmﬁchenk it does not
he first was a- l&ftsr from the fmd‘«
Division

followed objections by the the

Th& eiwruh was Mgmw
and the federal government is
building an historical imdm&rk. Gﬂmf
will m «mm in m u!wmh.

éeep publi¢ concern. Howeveriof the
we have entered into a legal "msmry 0 iead yam to
mmwamdmwmmmxk believe th &amh gayeﬁ a
that contract,” major part in how Locktown got
The letter went on to say th«i name,” KEvans said. “Many
sale of the building eople wm msth me in feeling
YMwassubmwﬁmwﬁm rch has been a very
proval of a variance. If ajviable ;zért of the Locktown
variance is not gra the mmmnMy and can emmnue to
building would not be wf?da hean.’?, L
according to the letter. According o iagend, the
“We sincerely hope ﬁtat* gations sp “into . op-
through the - action ~of the posing a pmﬂmﬂml
community it will be possible the doo each
for the . contract to be  in- other. As wﬂmlt tﬁﬁm da&pnte,
validated and we believe 1hsst~he ‘local makeeper “painted
will eventually be the case,” tne locks on his and the
letter read. ;mckn&me ‘I.aoc‘kmwn“ was

Despi
© Vaata roauivid s _surprise the building, ﬂw ABCNJ told, Veakon * i

‘have the had not been «
maintain ﬂu hm%dmg a year and (here were .m)m
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= . . . The HM&(‘
we, the members of the Beptistown Heptist Church, » misston church
4

_uf the Baptist Cburch of Lookiown, ore strongly oppused Lo you, the

americsn. Baptist Convention, sttempting to sell this fine gld bisturic

%

church for & privets duelling,

-
- Ue urye yuu tp reverse your decision ond lseve tnds ws o piice
of worship,
Cur pestor and we, tie congregation, will be glar ta held services

ipdically in thds church to keep 1t dp ltu prgeent steic,
= ;
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of the c:hurch deﬁes its years. Pastor preached from a
congregation—a goed place to thunder out the

- CLEANING EXPENSES rose to a new high of §6
per building the year the Locktown Baptist Church
was built. The Rittenhouse family donated the land
and superintended the construction of the building,

‘while church services were being held in the
public school. On Oct. 16, 1819 the first service was
held in the new building. Right: “‘Artifacts” found
by present day cleaning crews include an old oil
- lamp, communion vessels and a kerosene can.

, m&m&mm&%w%mwmw*mw :
kx Kurt Herrmann
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held in the new quldmg Rugh& “&mfants" found

by present day cleaning crews include an old oil
] eommwﬂmvwsels and a kemenecan '
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WILRLAS the 014 School Baptist Church in Locktown, N. J, has been &
famour landmark in our villaga, end, in fact, tna villaga of Locktown

received 1:19 nama beaauxe of an ua@uaum1~pvﬁbi&m~%ﬁazaﬂ}ﬁgé,raaaé

many years ago,, and

WHEREAS the Church, built in 1819, was erected tﬂ h@u&r @aé, and the
members of that Church thcught very highly of their tlrat-yast&r and,
et his request, burzied him under the pulpit of their Church, " and
wszx&as the bullding was just raeantly rastareé and r%deeﬁwataa and
mu@h time and money has been given by local residents to ga&ntain the
builﬁ&na and surrounding arear and also the mambersfot’ehGth@ktamn
AGranga, many years ago, hava restored the cemetery Qannaetad with thﬁ
Ghurah, and since that .time have maiﬁtained this cemetsry, ~ and
WEEREAS changing the use of the Church into a pr&vate dwell&ng would
not cn1y destroy the builﬁing, but would also dapriva the graaant and

future citizens from enjoying a masterplece of our COuntry*a hiatoryz

zwﬁmmmﬁ BE. IT RESOLVED that we the membera of Ladktawn arang» rirmiy

 agree that The 014 Scheol Baptist Church be left in 1t/ prement state
and that the use of the bn&xding be restricted to activities related
to it’g origiaal purpoae!

Adopted at the Regular lNeetling of Laéktawn Grangx #88
_on Friday, Jaly 20, 1973,

SEAL

.
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= * State af New Jeraey
DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTEGTION

DIVISION QOF PARKS AND FORESTS
Historic Sites Sectien

November 20, 1973

American Baptist Churches of New Jersey
161 Freeway Orive, last

Last Crange :

NJ

attn: Mrs, Idith Armvrecht

Dear  urg. Armvrecht:

We are pleased to inform you that at the yovember
159.(? meeting of the State Review Committee for Hister
ites

» the aptist Church and Cemete
State and Naé‘i%%’?f"ﬁég’i :ers Nominaglion wasmgavorgably

received,

PLEASE ADDRESS REPLY TO
BUREAU OF PARKS
P, 0. BOX 1420
TRENTON, N.J. 9a61s

»

{2

The Commissioner is, therefore, sending this application
to the National Park Service in Washington, D.C. with a
request that it be favorably received. We will, of course,
./ notify you as soon as we receive word from the Natiopal Park

Service as to its determination on this application.

Congratulations on the approval by the State Review
Committee and the subsequent entering of the property on

the State Register of Historic Places.

$inecrely,

"7"”‘ R f/f:»«o w‘% A

ccs Edna Horn David N. Poinsett

Locktown Grange . Supervisor, Histeric Sites

»

Entered im the State Register of Historic Places on November 20, 1973.



tepawd by Staphen Zdepsk:.
% a copy. The Rev. Richard
a Baptist Church, in-
’s past contains stormy hap-
r tim name of the vxnage

An’nual“ Seﬂﬁté RéCdl ;,

What surely must be one of
the most elegant churches in
Hunterdon was ned to
public view Sunday. for a on-
ce a year service.

A number of Hunterdon
Baptists. including the Rev

‘Richard Kolimar. pastor of

the Baptistown church. feel
the century and a half old
Locktown Baptist Church can
have a new lease on life and
xts own eangregatwn in the

“near future.”

Preaching a brief sermon
at Old Home Day on Sunday,
Mr. Kollmar touched on the
one of the reasons why the
church “died” in Locktown.
The *Old School’' Baptists,
strict believers in pre-
destination. were not mis-
sionary. Everything was pre-
ordained; cut and dried. so to
speak. Where there is no ac-

tion. Mr. Kollmar said. the

church dies as it did at
Locktown.
Vivid History

The church’s history, and |

that of its sister church in
Baptistown. is vividly retold
in a pamphlet put together

. strangers

_membership

churches m the early
1800’s, the writer continues.

But a large segmem of the

being counter Baptist

traditional mwghtwand for

being too costly. The “Old

School'' called this new thrust

of Christian activity “human

inventions and unscriptural

things."”

mg‘ey were worried, teo,
some might get into

heaven who had not been pre-

ordained or elected to this

pre-

;g: position by
destination. The *Old School”
ministers no longer invited
to join their
ch ch. There were only 11

isms recorded in the 70
years following the church’s
separation in 1839 from its
Baptistown half and the |
cg;zzrch closed its doors in
1 .

this as |

| terested |

was similarly small, so
Locktown cangmgaﬁen
sisted, from time to time. of
members from states as far
away as the Carolinas.

In 1951 the last baptism
was performed; in 1962, the
last service was held. Five
years later. Howard Johnson.
the last remaining trustee to-
day at 99. wrote in the minute
book. 'l locked the door with
sorrow forever.

Later Johnson turned the
hmldmg over to the New
éersev Baptist Association.

feehng there was no in-
terest in its revival as a
church. put u up for sale in
1973,

This mon unleashed a

orm of disapproval. and in-
persons su
getting the church declared
an historical site by state and

| national registries. They alse

for this year's annual get-|#8

together by Stephen Zdepski.
An elder in the Baptistown
church, Zdepski and his wife
were missionaries to Alaska
from 1943 to 1952

The attempt to sell the |
Locktown Baptist Church for |

use as a private residence in
1973 sparked Zdepski's desire
to learn more about the Bap-

tists in Kingwood. he re- IS

counts in the preface.
“The congregations of
Kingwood and Locktown

were actually one congrega- |

tion, with many of

' original members on both
and services

church rolls,
were held alternately in the
two churches,” Zdepski says

in his history. The first meet-
. inghouse in L

/bmii in

1750, was a oot |
cabin, located
sent gite. .

Interest in mxssxms. in Sun-
tay School and in Bible
societies had been gaining
steadily in New

I

|

Jersey | th

~0ld S&hooi Ba
g:amed the upper hand after M

the two churches were

persuaded to withdraw from
the Philadelphia Baptist As-
sociation in 1835. The elder.
who had liberal leamng;s was
dismixsed

S

The following Sunday. he

and his followers found
stone church padioc!

taproom 'Phe ﬂila
name Locktown

the church :qwlrre
_bears the name to t

got together and repointed

| the exterior and siliconed the .
isurface to preserve the an-

cient stones. The ground‘x.
were edptup All that is lack-
ing is are regular
services. a cmgregmam and
a pastor.

Church Filled
Churchgoers. who filled the

B | main floor pews at Sunday's

fternoon  service. sang
hymns accompanied by two
guitars. &me “Old School

didn't go along with in-
strumental musxx:m services. .

. iﬁete iS no piano or organ

Kollmar noted that.
**we ve taken a bit of license
to add music to . the
wmce

. Kolimar says lots of

man immabom 300 he

wt?mates-wand a little paint
il

| see the old church fully
red fc« use. There are
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“WELCOME TO LOCKTOWN BAPTIST CHURCH

Buried in a church? Yes, a min-
ister is buried under the pulpit of
this century-old churchl!

Built in 1819, this well pre-
served sanctuary was the place Elder
David Bateman requested he be laid
to rest.

014 School Baptists--New School
Baptists-~Locking the church doors--

Who placed the padlock on the church %
doors one Sunday morning in 1835? ig
That's how Locktown got its name! ‘; : %
a -

Read about the local tavern keeper [o |l |52 ol T - g
who painted a lock on the door of his (@ ‘ﬂa:' 2~
inno !

\\9 7
oh Il1.b

Did you know that famed Brigadier General Daniel Bray was a member of
this church? :

Did you know the descendants of the group that was locked out that
eventful Sunday morning in 1835 are the people who saved this historic
site from becoming a private dwelling?

Did you know this famous olc church has been designated not only as
a State Historic Site but as a National one as well?

A1l this and much more makes fascinating reading of a church and its
convictions, beliefs, growth, and eventful death in a comprehensive book
recently published by Stephen Zdepski of the Baptistown Baptist Church,
a sister church and the first Baptist church in Hunterdon County.

The book, "Baptists in Kingwood, New Jersey," is on sale at cost in
the rear of this building.






. WELCOME TO LOCKTOWN BAPTIST CHURCH

~ Buried in a church? Yes, a min-
ister is buried under the pulpit of
H‘ﬁhiﬁ‘century-old churchl

 Built in 1819, this well pre-
~ served sanctuary was the place Elder
2avid Bateman requested he be laid

014 School Baptists--New School
~ Baptists-~Locking the church doors--

Who placed the padlock on the church So
doors one Sunday morning in 1835? i;

~ fThat's how Locktown got its name! ‘; L %

. Read asbout the local tavern keeper g \ %f‘u ;?ww\g ‘
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~ Did you know that famed Brigadier General Daniel Bray was a member of
this church?

Did you know the descendants of the group that was locked out that
eventful Sunday morning in 1835 are the people who saved this historic
site from becoming a private dwelling?

Didiyou know this famous old church has been designated not only as
v&'StateﬁHistoric Site but as a National one as well?

All this and much more makes fascinating reading of a church and its
convictions, beliefs, growth, and eventful death in a comprehensive book
recently published by Stephen Zdepski of the Baptistown Baptist Church,
a sister church and the first Baptist church in Hunterdon County.

;Qhadbcak, "Baptists in Kingwood, New Jersey," is on sale at cost in
the rear of this building.




AMERICAN BAPTIST CHURCHES OF NEW JERSEY

161 FREEWAY DRIVE BAST, EAST ORANGE, NEW JERSEY 07018
{201) 6765015

Exacutive Minister, GEORGE D. YOUNGER

July 23, 1985

To: All Concerned
From: George D. Younger, Executive Minister
Subject: Locktown Baptist Church

At the request of Floyd Evans, a TWA pilot who is a member of the Flemimgton Baptist
Chutch, 1 met on Wednesday, July 17, 1985 with a group of concerned people from

the Locktown area and the Baptistown and Flemington churches. The group present
included the following:

- Locktown Grange - Paul Rabe, Grand Master; Mary and Bob Schenck

First Baptist Church, Baptistown - Ruth and Stephen Zdepski, and Mildred K. Wehr
Flemington Baptist Church - Dr. Edwin H. Tuller

Then neighbors - Floyd and Diane Evans, Denise Evans (their daughter)
Mr, & Mrs. Elmer Walker (mext door neighbors) and Mr. & Mrs. E. Milton Smith (form
mayor, lives across the Yoad) :

The growp asked me for the circumstances of the option given to Robert J. Hughes.
1 explained that it was for 18 months, but that there were five conditioms that
would be necessary in order to permit his comverting it into a residence:

‘a. Soil log amd perc tests that meet local and state standards
b. Availability of a potable water supply

¢c. Permit to comstract an individual sewerage treatment system at less than
prohibitive cost

d. Determining whether human temains ar buried en site and obtainiag permits
For removal of same and interment at a different location

e. Variances from the applicable provigion of township ordinances (he hopes
to acquire "land coatiguous to the subjeci preperty so as to make the
same cenform as much as is possible with zoning requirements™)

The Locktown Grange had discussed the iesue at its picaic and woted to eater inte
a progrem of maintenance and an activities program that would make regular use

of the church property. The Grange has no moneyy but it would be willimg to make
this a historic project and to assist in soliciting funds.

Contact has been made with two historical groups in fanterdon County — Pralils
Billa Mill Association and the Hunterdon County ‘Hietorical Society (there is also a
Kingwood Histotical Society), nedither of which has any inverest in acguiring the
property or taking care of it.
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Ed Tuller spoke on behalf of the Flemington Baptist Chruch and said that both he
personally and the church had an interest in contributing programs that would make
use of the property. The representatives from First Baptist Chuxch of Baptistown
said their congregation had a2 limited interest in the posai&ili:y of using the
property.

All agreed that the Grange proposal offered great hope for atatcing to improve

the physical condition of the property and seeing that it was used on a more regular
basis, It was felt that a set of maintenance projects should be outlineﬁ, beginning
with repair of the roof and probably continuing to redecorating the inside, where
the walls are seriously peeling and have not been repainted in a long time. Bob
Schenck had agreed to coordipate the Grange's effort. Ed Tuller volunteered

to assist in coordinating administrative details and the involvement of groups
outside the Locktown community. :

The following persons volunteered to assist as a committee to draw up proposals
and begin to put them into effect: Bob Schenck, Mary Schenck, Stephen Zdepski,
Mildred Wehr, Milton Smith, Floyd Evans; Bdwin Tuller. I agreed that I would
return on Thursday, Agusut 1, 1985 when we would hold another meeting at 7:30 p.m.
In the meantime Stephen Zdepski is going to work on getting an astimate for roof
repairs from a roofer.

GDY:pf



AMERICAN BAPTIST CHURCHES OF NEW JERSEY

141 FREEWAY DRIVE EAST, EAST ORANGE, NEW JERSEY 07018
{201} 674.5015

Executive Mmnister GEORGE U, YOUNGER

August 2, 1985
To: All Concerned
From: George D. Younger, Executive Minister
Subject: Locktown Baptist Church

A second meeting om the future of the Locktown Church building was held on
Thursday, August 1, 1985 in the Locktown Grange. Although the meeting had
been originally scheduled for a smaller committee, some new participants
attended as well as those who had been present om July 17. Paul Rabe
provided coffee and Mary Schenck brought two delicious cakes. The group
present included the following:

Locktown Grange - Paul Rabe, Bob, Mary and Denmise Schenck; Robert Daves

Baptistown Baptist Church - Stephen and Ruth Zdepski

Flemington Baptist Church - Ed Tuller

Neighbors ~ Denise Evans, Elizabeth Magnier, E. Milton Smith, Mary Smith,

Mr. and Mrs. Elmer Walker, Ed and Sandra Walkexr
American Baptist Churches of New Jersey ~ George Younger, Walter Hickey

The first part of the meeting was taken up with questions about the option
that ABCNJ has granted to Robert J. Hughes, 17 Mine Street, Flemington. It
is for 18 months at a purchase price of § 35,000, fi‘ha option will expire
on August 1, 1986.

Steve Zdepski reported on his inspection of the property with Frank Dalrymple.
All that is needed on the present metal roof is repair with sheet metal from
underneath at an estimated cost of $ 500 for materials, scaffold and labor.
ABCNJ is willing to have this work done as soon as possible. There is also
either dry rot or termites in the beams®and floor joists at the back of the
church. ABCNJ will have a termite inspection (and treatment, if necessary).
Other physical improvements would need to wait until the matter of the optiom
is settled. These could include: redecoration of interior, repair of floor at
back of church, repair of soffits (underside of cornice), repair of shutters,
toilet and water facilities, more adequate heating, replacement of roof.

1 stressed that there were three related issues that would need to be addressed
in order for the future of the Locktown Church to be clear: (1) kinds of use
that could be developed, (2) physical improvements on a long-range plan, and
raising funds to pay for them, and (3) an organizational arrangement to maintain
and improve the property, as well as to schedule its use. Questions were ralsed
about the willingness of ABCNJ to sell the property to a community group. I
replied that we would be willing either to sell it or to remain the owner, if
there was a community-based group willing to take up the questions of use and
long-term maintenance and restoration. I will send names of fund sources.

The following kinds of program were suggested: weddings, Grange meetings, meetings
of other groups (ex:Delaware Twp. Historical Society), church services, tnu&-
raising events like craft shows and bake sales.

Committee Meeting - Tuesday. August 13, 1985 at 7:30 pm, Locktown Grange
Bob Schenck, chair; Denise or Floyd Evans, Paul Rabe, Mary Schenck, Ed Tuller,
Ed Walker, Sandra Walker, Steve Zdepski
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THE

LOCKTOWN N.J.

OPEN HOUSE
SUNDAY, MAY 4,1986




The Agenda

WORDS OF WELCOME - Master of Ceremonies
S0LO - Elmer Walker

CONGREGATIONAL SINGING -

THE HISTORY OF THE CHURCH - Steve Zdepski

COMMENTARY - Dr. George D. Younger - American Baptist Churches
of New Jersey

MUSICAL SELECTIONS - Members of the Flemington Baptist Church
ARCHITECTURAL HISTORY - Dennis Burkland '
SOLO - David Vaniless

COMMENTARY - Marfy Goodspeed, Friends of the
Locktown Stone Church

MUSICAL SELECTIONS = Hembers of the Flemington Baptist Church

CONGREGATIONAL SINGLNG

REFRESHMENTS =
Locktown Grange

Johanna Dairy Farms
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FRIENDS OF THE LOCKTOWN STONE CHURCH, INC.

Trustees
Robert J. Schenck, President Richard M. Conley
Floyd L. Evans, Jr., Vice President Marfy Goodspeed
Sandra K. Walker, Treasurer Paul Rabe

E. Milton Smith
Edward E. Walker
Stephen Zdepski

Bridget C. Waverka, Secretary

December 1986

Dear Friend of the Locktown Stone Church:

As the end of 1986 approaches, Yyou are probably
receiving many requests from worthy organizations seeking a
donation from you for the reason that any such donation can
be deducted for federal income tax purposes as long as it is
made before December 31, 1986. We would like you to think
very seriously about making such a gift to our organization
pefore the end of 1986, even if you are only able to send us
$5,00, $10.00 or $25.00. If you are able to send us a
larger donation, we would be extremely grateful.

Friends of the Locktown Stone church, Inc. is a non-
profit corporation formed this year to attempt to save the
old stone church in the village of Locktown. The church is
on the National Register of Historic Sites and has been an
integral part of the Locktown community since 1819. Not only
is the church structure one of the best-preserved examples
of an important architectural style in the whole region, but
also the remains of the first minister of the church are
puried under the floor of the chapel.

Unfortunately, the Baptist Church, which had owned this
structure in one form or another since the early 1800’s,
decided to sell the building and grounds to a private
individual this year for the sum of $35,000. We were very
surprised and disappointed that the Baptist Church decided
to convey title to this property, and we are distressed to
learn that the new owner intends to convert the historic
building into a personal residence.



Friends of the Locktown Stone Church, Ine. = 2 = Detenber 1986

Friends of the Locktown Stone Church, Inc. is
interested in taking whatever measures are appropriate to
attempt to save the church from severe modification by a
private owner. We are also hopeful that there may still be
ways that ownership can be conveyed to our group, or to
pDelaware Township or some other public entity, so that the
church can be maintained for the benefit of generations to

cone.

If you are in a position to contribute to us
financially, please do so at your earliest convenlence. As
we have noted above, contributions made before the end of
. 1986 will be deductible for federal income tax purposes, B8O
that the contribution you make can be partially recouped
when your federal taxes are paid.

We thank you for any help you can give us.
Very truly yours,
K. y A chumnk, / {f} 7%
Robert J. Schenck
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HE LOCKTOWN STONE CHURCH
1819 - 1989

The 01d School Baptist Church in the village of Locktown in Dela-
ware Township, New Jersey, has an interesting history., But events
in the past couple years have shown that history is being made
every day.

The Church was built by the 0ld School Baptist congregation of
Kingwood Township in 1819, and has been a focal point for the com-
munities of Delaware and Kingwood for 170 years. It stands nearly
unchanged from the day it was built, even though its congregation
faded away several years ago. Buried in the ground underneath the
altar table are the remains of the church's beloved pastor, the
Reverend David Bateman, who died in 1832.

After the congregation disbanded, ownership of the church was
held by the Baptist Convention of New Jersey, although its upkeep
was left to a small group of the church's neighbors, Then in 1985,
the Baptist Convention.entered into a contract to sell the church.
The purchaser planned to convert it to a residence, gutting the
interior and destroying the building's original character.

The Friends of the Locktown Stone Church, Inc. was organized
late in 1985 when news of the contract was received. Attempts to
persuade the Baptists to convey the church to the Friends or to the
Township of Delaware were unsuccessful. The contract purchaser
exercised his option to buy in August 1986, and after a few months,
put the church up for sale at $150,000. The Friends appealed to
the Township for help, and the Delaware Township Committee applied
to Green Acres for funding to acquire the church, intending to
lease it to the Friends for maintenance and restoration. In order
to guarantee that the church would be held by a sympathetic owner,
a generous individual bought the church from the original purchas~-
er, taking it off the market and holding it until sech time as the
Township is able to acquire it. The Green Acres application has
been accepted, and the property appraised far $96,000.

In 1973, the Locktown Stone Church was listed on the National
Register of Historic Places, thanks to the efforts of Floyd Evans.
This status is very important when applying for grant money to
restore the church., But it is not enough. We also need a historic
structures report to be eligible for grant meney, and during the

A not-for-profit corporation



last year, the Friends hired Dennis Bertland, a well-respected
architectural historian, to write one for us., We expect it will be
finished in 1989, The historic structures report will identify
immediate structural problems and provide guidelines for
historically accurate restoration.

We hope that ownership of the Church will pass into the hands
of the Township this year. A grant from the Large Foundation will
help us to guarantee the mortgage, thus ending a difficult period
in the church's history, and freeing up our energies to pursue
restoration of the church. One of the most important benefits of
municipal ownership is that the cost of acquisition can be used to
acquire matching funds for restoration of the building. This could
amount to nearly half of the anticipated cost of renovation,

The Friends of the Locktown Stone Church, Inc., incorporated
as a 501(c)(3) not-for-profit corporation, now have over 150
members from the immediate community and from around the county and
the state. During the past year, the Friends have organized into
standing committees, including the all-important maintenance
committee which has seen to the lawn and, as a temporary expedient,
secured the windows with plywood to prevent vandalism. The Friends
conduct regular monthly meetings at 7:30pm on the first Wednesday
of each month., The meetings are held at the Locktown Grange and
are open to the public.

The Friends have a three-fold mission. The first is to save
the church from destruction caused by private ownership and that
goal is nearly achieved. Municipal ownership will guarantee that
the church belongs to the community. The second mission is to save
the church from destruction through neglect. Dampness is a serious
problem, causing wood to rot and paint to peel. The rotting floor
joists must be replaced; the exterior and interior woodwork must be
repaired and painted. The roof will need some attention, also.

The third mission is to develop a plan for public use of the
building. The church is most suitable for weddings, concerts,
meetings, memorial services and visiting ministries. Also, we hope
to make it available to those who wish to study it as a rare
survivor of the early religious tradition of Hunterdon County.

Much work has been accomplished so far, but there remains much
to be done befaore the Locktown Stone Church resembles its original
self. Once restored, the church will become a permanent historic
and cultural resource for Delaware Township, for Hunterdon Caunty
and for the State of New Jersey.
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THE KEYS TO THE CHURCH

Locktown to renovate, preserve 170-year-old structure

By JEAN BRANDES

Delaware Township resident Mil-
ton Smith remembers dusting the pews
before services in the historic Lock-
town Baptist Church when he was a
young boy in the 1920s—he has lived
across the road from the stone strue-

ture most of his life.
So it was uﬁ»ﬂeg‘w meaningful
to him that Delaware Township ac-

quired the 170-year-old church, which
ﬂam s wnuﬁ-g -

uture i

“} think this building is very, very
important to us. Today, we talk about
progress all the time. ... Letl’s retain

ing we believed in and grew up
with,” Smith, who is treasurer of
Friends of the Locklown Stone Church,
Sﬁnﬁwﬁg that was instrumental
in the acquisition.

The news for the township is
that the church, just above
Wickecheoke Creek, will be available
as a community resource, and no tax-
payer funds will be used to finance the

purchase or renovations.

“I think it's a valuable a-
iy 5t (h4f pirtine o the sate
townshi i .
In addition, it can now be open to the
ﬂzw S0 more le can enjoy it,”

ayor Richard said.

“We're proud to have it. We're ex-
cited to have it and look forward to
working with the Friends of the Lock-
ke’ .s.iar 7 ...w.g& the build-
ing on Tuesday, Qw_.n a $96,000 low-in-
terest state Green Acres loan. The
township acquired the church from res-
ident Donald Jones, who bought it in
1987 to take it off the real estate mar-
ket, according to attorney Robert

Hornby, who represents the Friends or-
ganization.
Jones, chairman of the township

Egiﬂwﬁa. vﬁngngngaw
or $96,000 from an individual who had
planned to renovate the structure to use
it as a home, and then changed his
plans. Jones also has purchased and
donated to the township $43,000 in long-
term bonds, which mature »ge_w and
will be used to pay off the Green Acres
toan in its entirety, according {0

Hornby.
Friends will contribute the 2
percent interest payments on the 20-
year loan and will seek historic preser-
vation grants as well as donations te
help pay for renovations, according to
Phoebe Wiley, president of the group's
board of trustees.
“Needless to say, we are just very

- o e+ el 6

wﬁ%& the township has agreed {o do
his, and we are very indebted to Don-
ald Jones. We think it's a projeet that
has obvious &.R& to many people,”
Wiley said. “We want everyone in the
township to feel they are a part of this.
The Friends organized in late
1985, when news of a contract of sale
by the New Jersey Baptist Convention
became known. Now that the long-
awaited closing has taken place, the or-
ganization plans to lease the church
from the township “to stabilize, pre-
serve and restore the building, and turn
it into a public place where services,
concerts, weddings and meetings will
occur,” she said.
The Friends hope tn organize com-

Pheto by Steve Andrascik
Phoebe Wiley, president of the board of trustees of the Friends of the Locklown Church Inc., stands in the
historic 169-year-old building, which Is being restored

munity work days and enlist other or-
ganizations to help renovate the two-
story church, which has deteriorated
and is in need of repairs.

The church was built in 1819 and
is listed on the stale and federal histor-
ic registers. Its exterior could not have
been altered, even if it had been reno-
vated for use as a home. But residents
wanted “to mainiain the integrity of
the building” as a church, with pews
and pulpit intact, said Hornby.

“Architecturally, it’s a handsome
building and a good example of vernac-
ular architecture,” or a local expres-
sion of the rural architecture of that
time, said Hornby.

wme |
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15 March 1990

Mr. & Mrs, William Wehr
P.O.Box 125
Baptistown, NJ 08803

Dear Mr. and Mrs. Wehr,
We have reason to celebrate.

On December 8, 1989, the Township of Delaware purchased the
Locktown Stone Church from Donald Jones with the proceeds of
a Green Acres loan. This event was over three years in the
making, so its conclusion brings us great Joy. Of course,
it would not have happened without the generous help of
Donald Jones, to whom we are immensely grateful. We are
also grateful to you for your support. Without a committed
membership of the Friends, the Township would not have
embarked on this endeavor.,

Enclosed is an article printed in the Star Ledger describing
this milestone for the Church.

The Church has now been saved from the possible destruction
that private ownership could have caused. But now our real
work begins. The Friends have signed a twenty-year lease
‘with the Township in which we take on the responsibility for
the church's restoration and maintenance,.

OQur immediate goal is to fix the floor. The joists have
suffered from dry rot and must be replaced. While we are at
{t, we will want to install a heating system and do some
archeological work. The project will cost about $60,000.

We have applied to the N.J. Historic Trust for grant money,
but we must match the grant 50-50, and the $30,000 we need
to raise is over and above the costs of interest payments on
the Green Acres loan, insurance and regular maintenance.

Please consider renewing your membership today and, if
possible, increase your past contribution of $25.00. We
missed you in 1989. Your financial help and your interest
make all the difference.

A not-for-profit corporation
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21 February 1989

Mr. and Mrs., William Wehr
P.D.Bex 125
Baptistown, NJ 08803

Dear Mr. and Mrs, Wehr,

The Friends of the Locktown Stone Church wish to thank you
for your support.

Through your generosity, we have come closer to the goal
of saving this wonderful historic landmark, a focal point
for the community for the last 170 years.

We expect that Delaware Township will be able to gain
ownership of the Church this year. A Green Acres loan
will make this possible, but in order to avoid raising
taxes, the Township is depending on the Friends to pay
back the loan, We also need funds to restore the church
to its original condition.

The enclosed description will inform you of our activities
to date., A lot has been accomplished but we have a long
way to go!

Please consider renewing your membership today and, if
possible, increasing your generous contribution af $25.00,
Your financial help and your interest are essential to the
survival of the Friends and the success of our goal, to
bring the Locktown Stone Church back to life.

Sincerely yours,

WW

Robert J. Schenck
President

Il8 17728

P.S. Don't forget to fill out the enclosed envelope and
mail your contribution today. Thank you.

A not-for-profit corporation
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CHURCH WORK DAY
and OPEN HOUSE

Saturday, April 27+

9.’000,m — 4:00 p.m.

Hot Homemade Lunch
Come for on hour or come for the day.

Spring cleaning, scraping & painting,
(bring scrapers & yags), fixing the floor
Visifing friends and giving advice.



Friends of the
Locktown Stone Church, Inc.

136 Locktown-Flemington Road
Flemington, New Jersey 08822
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Dear Neighbor,

The Friends of the Locktown Stone Church have been hard at
work this past year to restore this wonderful church. We
need your help to get the job done.

If you are already a member of the Friends, we thank you for
your generosity. Your continued support is very important to
us. Please send in a membership donation for 1991 in the
enclosed envelope today.

If you are not yet a member of the Friends, please consider
joining us in this very rewarding project. Your contribution
will help us reach the goal to completely restore this
remarkable and unique building.

We want to involve as many people as possible in this very
local project, to restore a wonderful old building to prime
condition and to make it available to the people of Delaware
Township and the surrounding area. We wish to reiterate that
all mortgage and renovation costs are paid for by the
Friends. Not a single tax dollar has been used, even though
Delaware Township holds title to the property.

our progress has been slow but sure. This spring we had the
roof repaired and the cornice repainted and repaired. Also
the big tree limbs which hung over the church roof were
removed. This summer we hope to have important drainage work
done around the perimeter of the church so that next year we
will be ready to tackle the structural repairs needed under
the floor.

At our annual meeting last November we elected the following
trustees: Phoebe Wiley, President, Richard Brozman, Vice-
President, Milt Smith, Treasurer, Marfy Goodspeed, Secretary,
Richard Conley, Bob Griffiths, Bob Hornby, Walt Macak, Bob
schenck, Jack Schoenherr and Steve Zdepski. We also estab-
lished an Advisory Committee headed by Donald Jones who has
been named honorary lifetime trustee. Members of the Advi-
sory Committee are Walter Dunsby, pavid Eichlin, Floyd Evans,
Lloyd Gang, James Hosford, Robert Reed, Mary Schenck, Ed and
Sandy Walker, Chet Williams and Ruth Zdepski.

A not-for-profit corporation




The Friends of the Locktown Stone Church meet on the first
Wednesday of the month at 7:30 p.m. From May through October
we meet at the Church. From November through April we meet
at the Locktown Grange.

We also have a monthly work day during the summer, held the
third Saturday of each month, from 9:00 a.m. to noon. This
is a good opportunity to see the church and meet some of the
trustees and advisors. During the summer workdays we hope to
finish exterior painting and the shutters on the second
floor.

Our annual workday held April 27th brought many volunteers
who scraped and painted shutters and windows and doors and

who put in a temporary floor to cover the area that needs
work.

On May 1st of this year, we held our first Oral History
Program which was well attended and enjoyed by all. We
expect to make this an annual event.

There is lots going on, but we need financial support to
continue our work. Won’t you please help us?

Sincerely,

@Awﬁu)/é%t

Phoebe Wiley
President

P.S. As usual, this will be our only membership mailing for
calendar 1991. We will not pester you with further solicita-
tions, so please respond right away.
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October 18, 1993

Mrs. Mildred K. Wehr
P. 0. Box 125
Baptistown, NJ 08803

Dear Mildred:

On behalf of the Board of Trustees of the Friends of
the Locktown Stone Church and for myself, I want to thank
you for the use of the 0ld School Baptist tracts during
the Locktown Church’s recent participation in the
Hunterdon County Museum Association tour.

Many people looked at these publications and were
guite interested, especially since many of the people
mentioned were from the Hopewell and Hunterdon County
areas.

With best wishes.

Sincerely yours,

lieen e

Robert K. Hornby

RKH: jb

A not-for-profit corporation
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Locktown Stone Church, Inc.

136 Locktown-Flemington Road
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November 4, 1995
MIldred Wehr
P.O. Box 125
Baptistown, NJ 08803

Dear Mildred,

The Trustees of the Friends of the Locktown Stone Church which to
acknowledge your generosity in donating to us the old kerosene can that once
was kept in the church, as well as the two copies of “The Signs of the Times.”
These items are important to us as reminders of the good people who first
built the church and who kept it going for so long. We promise to take good
care of them.

We also want to thank you for the many years of interest and concern that you
have shown for the church. You share with us the knowledge that it is a very
special place, and we hope you will feel free to come to future trustees
meetings.

Again, many thanks.

Sincerely yours,

Praty

Marfy Goodspeed
secretary, trustee

A not-for-profit corporation
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Profile
The Guardian of

Historic Hunterdon

Almast every moming on his way to
work, Donald B. Jones leaves his sprawling
farm in Sergeantsville and passes over one
of New Jersey's most significant architec-
tural landmarks — the last original cov-
ered bridge in the state.

Jones shares a special relationship with
Green Sergeant’s Bridge in Hunterdon
County. It is one of several historic
structures that might not be here today
if it weren't for this bow-tied crusader’s
dedication to conservation.

At 82, Jones — a lawyer, businessman
and farmer —has led a life full of adven-
wire and personal rewards. As owner of
Charles jones Inc., a thriving, Trenton
title search business founded by his father,
Jones still commutes to the office five days
a week. He also manages his 253-acre
farm. But even though his schedule is
rather hecric, Jones has always found time
to help preserve New Jersey’s natural and
cultural resources.

One of Jones’ first causes was saving
Green Sergeant’s Bridge, the last survivor
of New Jersey’s 75 covered bridges. The
battle started in 1959 when the bridge was
nearly destroyed by 2 heavy truck or
wagon. Hunterdon County officials de-
cided the pracrical solution was to replace
the bridge with one that could handle
modern traffic, including large trucks and
farming equipment. But Jones and a small
group of people felt differently. They banded

~ sogether to save the historic treasure that

has linked the towns of Sergeantsville and
Rosemont for nearly a century.

“I¢ was a bicter batele, but it all cumed
out well,” says Jones,

Jones was able to get a court order o
prevent the county from removing any of
the bridge. In the meantime, he con
vinced the New Jersey Deparemens of
Trasuporeation to restore the covered
Pridge and build a new span parallel to it.

é

Donoid B. Jones is credited with saving three historic sites in Hunterdon County — Green

BN

Sergeant’s Bridge, the Pralisville Mills and the Locktown Church.

His actions saved the landmark, and the
covered bridge became the official symbol
and logo of Delaware Township.

Less than a decade later, Jones was called
to bartle again. The Prallsville Mills along
the Delaware and Raritan feeder canal and
Route 29 in Hunterdon County were up for
sale, and some feared the property was in dan-
ger of becoming the site of a supermarket, an
auto repair shop or a townhouse development.

The property had started 25 a single
grist mill when it was built in the early
1700s. In 1794, John Prall Jr. bought the
mill and made many improvements. He
converted the wooden grist mill to stone,
and added a saw mill and several other
stone seructures, including one that was
later used as & linseed oil mill, a plaster
mill, a chapel, & post office and a store.

Jories credits the late Barbara Coar, an
avid mill supporrer, and David F. Moore,
executive difectot of the New Jersey Con-

Néw Jeney Sutasors

servation Foundation, with getting him
involved in the preservation of the site.

“They got me enthused to the extent
that [ bought it,” says Jones. *Not with the
intention of using it, but o hold on o it
until the state could ke it over.”

To save the historic mills, Jones pur-
chased the sire in 1969 for less than a
$100,000. He and other individuals then
began making repairs and restoracions, s
pecially on the decaying roof of the grist
mill. In 1973, the stave purchased the
property, and the site was added to the
State and National Register of Historic
Places. A year Iater, the mills becarne part of
the Delaware and Raritan Canal Seae Purk.

The Delaware River Mill Sociery
within the office of the Delaware and
Raritan Canal Commission has since besn
formed to help fund the restoration cosrs
and keep the site open to the public. To-
day, the mills are the site of a bustling culs



rural cenier that offers such activities as
summer tours, exhibits, concerts and re-
gional festivals.

“Pn very proud of what the mills look like
today, but that’s certainly not because of me,”
says Jones. “I’s because of the members of the
mill society. They've done a great job.”

Following his mriuraph with the Prallsville
Mills, Jones was recruited a third time o
rescue yet another historic site.

“Maybe the news had gotten around
that | was a sucker for saving things,”
laughs Jones.

“This time, Jones found himself involved
in preserving the Locktown Church in
Hunterdon County, which was constructed
in 1819. In the lace 1980s, the church was

. puschased by a person who wanted to

renovate it for use as 2 private home.

Many local residents were upset by this
wm of events. After all, both the town
and church were named after an infamous
schism among the Baptist church members.
In 1839, the congregation became divided
over the issue of recruiting new followers for
the chnsrch, Conservative Baptiscs believed
people were destined to come to the church
on their own, but reformers wanted o
reach out and convert people. The conser-
vatives, realizing they were becoming out-
sumbered, locked out the reformers. The
infuriated reformers pur their own lock on
the church so the conservatives could not
get in either. And an amused tavem owner
near the church commissioned a sign for
his business with three locks (the chird
lock is believed to have been included for
asestheric reasons). The sign displayed
outside the ravern: greeted visitors w the
town for years unil it disappeared.

To avoid losing the church forever,
Jones agaist used his own money o buy
the beauciful stone building from its flew
owner for $96,000. Once again, an impot-
e landrmark had found its waty ingo
Jones’ safe hands, and he kepr the church
il Delaware Towsiship was able to pur--
e it int 1989 under a loan from the
stae Creen Acres program. Ne locdl tax:
payer mofiey if being used to make the
{oan payments, however, thariks td ane

!

Graen Sergeant’s Bridge in Delowere

Many historic structures
might not be here today if
it weren’t for this bow-tied

crusader’s dedication to

conservation.
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other generous gift from Jones. He do-
nated $43,000 in long-term bonds, which
mature annually, that can be used to pay
off the loan in its entirety.

In bemween saving structures, Jones has’
dedicated his time to preserving New
Jersey’s environment. He served on the
Hudson River Planning and Development
Commission, assisting with the creation of
a pathway along the river. He also was in-
volved with the Delaware Townshipand
Hunterdon County planning boardsand
duNcmuseyTidehnckRamCom-f
¢il, He also serves on the Delawareand
Raritan Canal Commission.

A self-proclaimed “nut about trees,”
Jones curfencly heads the Hunterdon

County Shade Tree Commission. He ls -~ ~=f

also formet president of the New Jersey
Conservation Foundacion, an environ-
mental group he lauds as the “greatest or-
ganization in New Jensey as far as saving

Winter 1994

Township,

The Pralisville Mills along Rt 29 in Stockton.

cpmspaceandconmaﬁ”w

Jones continues to be a proponent of
open space, and he advocates that new
home construction should be done in clus-
ters to preserve the land.

“It really annoys me to see a house on
ten acres of land,” says Jones. “It’s beauti-
ful, but it's not sensible. Houses should be
huddled more closely together to preserve

This savior of significant scate sites and
protection of his own homestead. Jones is

_making plans for a conservation easement,

a designation that prevents development
on a piece of land, ¢ ensure his property
will always remain a farm.

. “The whole ares is so nice,” says Jones.
“It would be a shame to cut that up.”

Franco, i



